What is new with inhaled anesthetics: Part 1.
Inhaled anesthetic agents are widely used in the maintenance of general anesthesia. The newer agents, desflurane and sevoflurane, possess pharmacokinetic profiles that are distinctly different from the older inhaled anesthetics. These differences significantly impact the PACU nursing care. This article will focus on the uptake, distribution, and elimination of inhaled anesthetic agents with emphasis being placed on the postanesthesia care of surgical patients receiving these newer agents.